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“ mmm,ummn.
hm«uﬂ that the gov ent

and possession of the Fort
uld have been, to have
by the existing military
the last twenty yoars u
in error, stimulated Ly
and o mnch favored by Congress, of lo-
‘ddvance of settlement, and of distributing
in small garrisons.  Expe-
small pusts ure nearly power-
‘whilst they enormously
» involve the frequent
of po&hli retard discipline,
of the troops, The present system
pou pliahu officers of the
vis, dn bis punual report of the 1t

i, w with much fores and ability
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o Doca _
in fivv prescut policy ; urges the so-
Jeotion ot & b by steamboat and rail-
- way, from which ts should snoually e
i during the sesson  when
' ‘siflioe fur the support of cavalry horses,
and urden. Ho cites with commen-
datian, the of Algeria by the French, us pre-
nemting & oame lism to our western frontier.

Had those views met with the

) ng)mval of Congress, it is
MW‘““ have pussesged un im

ance, military point of view, which it can lay no
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1 wiks i ywelf buyited 0 join in 10 make W)
»mdwrnmn“mu* the baleiss
mmhﬂl Ln b hying Ui whiole mnaﬂc-ﬂaqm pur

Qmwnnu Coald you 1 this 1 mmmm-l-
rwﬁmvo«dﬂﬂ

“mwur 1 ot A whiole pameryation,
rwlllndllu whith sy Nlﬂ'l.tm“dnwm

c-b-qn

wwm. G610 you decin enterig ito Ehan comyination

Answer. 1 diclined,

Qrivstion 1164, §umderstand you 1o say (hat If this peservation ba
bovss subil al publlo ancion it woulil nit bave bronght as much as it
did mb prlvate sale r

Answer. Thak % my opinfon. .

Quention 1106, Why then did ﬂbnﬂpﬁuh-ﬂc.-ﬂw
mmhw-puhhaﬂl

Answir,  Hecause if lmlhwnnldu Mh might lave
Daserts Quprived of purclasing more than a-my;u, or lgal
wub divishon.

Question 1108, Evplain how you would hove béen prevented frou
puroliasing more than o quarter esction

Answer. 1 shoull bave boon provented by the combluation that
mthuvvm»Ihrmd

lou 1167, Would you have been foresd w join warl o combins

with'the instructions under whﬁ h they u.'!efl by nlhng

the entire s at private sale to some :uponulbla pur-
chuser, cither at the price p 1 by their
instractions, or for such grenter sum us, upon o careful
examination of the property, they might conclude to be
its fuir and full value.

The practical sagacity and soundness of the course pur-
sued by the commissioners, nhrnllmtuthepmm
1y Interest of thi government was concerned, is vi

[T uun!trwmthuwlallnwme-
I.,I‘ulwn-lM

: Anawer. 1 showld have m‘:‘mﬁ by
v oo formid o comply with thelp rmlllkm
forced to huve dooo

I‘.tuml.!uu 1105 Why would you Hﬂ

;\uawut For fear of 1 viol
wit me, T will stabe that the ke of

struck olf suime A gD WaN
mimm 1 agod 3 was Mot

Iﬂ..l'
Lo

Mmh»dhymom&hhgmof&huu-
mony taken before the committes, to which evidence the
House ix referred for full details, of the principle and re-

eults of that of contbination for s0 many yers
practised in lh« ext at the sale of all government lands ;

:nnzuum versally approved in those new countries,
Bboldly justified by that specious logic which applies
to government property u rule which it would scorn te
cie in it transsctions with individuals, and which will
ever make our poblic domasin n subject of mulhg\lised
nppmpﬂlﬂnn and plunder.  As muny whose duty it will
be to decide upon the propriety of the conduct of the

commissioners of sale may not have any adequate conoep-
tion of the embarrussments of their position, and of the
difficulties which they hnd to efeounter, growing out of
that system of combination to reduce the price of the
public lands, so prevalent in the new States and Territo-
ries, we will present a few extracts from the testimony of
some of the witnesses, whose means of information will
not be questioned, and whose public positions would al-
ford them motives to suppress, rather than magnify the
uvil

‘The Ion. George L. Beeker, representative olect from |
Minnesota, In reply to guestions submitted to him before
the committee, answered as follows

AQuestion 1418, D you suppaso that, I Port Soeliing hod boen of
Tured ub publio sale, there would bave besn o fale competition for the
purchase of the reservation ¥

Y Answer. T think not.  Tshould Jodge that the probabilities are,
thak, iF o pubiic salo had pakoen place, the same thing woukl hnye oe-
currod wlieh took place in referencs to that part of the resery o which
vt fudd momme thpee or Tour years sgo,

HQuistion 1419, 15 Bt B boen solid in small parecls, would mot you,
a4 n apeculator, have boen desteons of parchasiog o portbon of it ¥

s Answer, Youaro awire that wo have s system in thoe West, which
15w part of the unwritten law of e laid, by which ol associstions
are lormed by parties lor s parpiode of protecting each other ot

lin
lvuuul aul t\'lldwlpﬂ which

1§ an of this kind, agree 10 protect

iy o bl ormastves 18 BAFkc oreh uihor, B
w Vol vthor,

% attemptod to bid for o quarter section which o
curded with thls claim muummr wauld enrry Bim ofl; not, e
baps, commit riul.vnnu apon him, bt ey would oarey b nway
Porbaps, undor  ths excitomont
Such inatances have oocurrsd 8¢ such sales y.uu.um
thing would bive ooourred §f this portion of tho reserve bad boou sold
#b public wals.  As soon as )t had been snnounced for sale it would
have bean considered no louger ocoupled for miliary purposes, and
would bave bebn locatsd npon by o large  number nl'pmnm,mn:‘h
wluioing bis legul subdivishon, win would hayve formsd s combination
ﬂnlnilur o Wt formed when the othor portlon of thy reserve was
woritl

The commissioncrs having declded, for the reasons set
forth, to dispose of the property at pdnw in preference
to o public sale, and to sell #he entire reserve in a body,
they epened n correspondence. with  Franklin Steele for
its enle. We can see nothing In the preforence thus
shown to Mr, Steele which should subjuct thelr motives
to any suspicion. To one of the cumminsioners, Mr.
Meiskell, it peems he wos an entire stranger,  With the
other, Major Eastman, he was scareely wvpon friendly
terms.  And who Is Franklin Bteele ! A ploneer of the
wilderness and one of the earliest settlers west of the
Mississippi. He is o gentloman of intelligence, enter-
pmu and public spirit, of admitted pecuninry responsi-

bility, sod of wledged integrity and weight of
choracter,  But the commissioners, in their official re-
prort, have so clearly discloged the reasons which prompt
e them to make the contract of sale with him, that wo
shall permit them to speak for themselves :

CWe il upen e resorvation extonsive improvemeoots made by
cithgend, thy ooat of which eannot be legs than 330,000, they date back
wome twooty yeors,  And wo nbso find that they are all owned and in
posscasion of the post sutler, Fraokln Steele, euq.  Mony of the
tprovemests wors iado by bhimsell, with the knowledgs and con.
sulit of the ooy i comumend ot the time, e bas s large and vle.

thiwe public sales. It is very rara that government i ever bhrings
e thun o dollay sl o guarter por sceo ot pubiie sale

i here suggested shoukd
md ber require legisla-
uumm being adupted.”’

L T420. Does gt thist wystem apply nueily to those elaim |

Iul prn AL ;-I.wn riglhts ¥ |
CAuswer. N, el

¥ guestion 1421, T 0 congldormd hovornbie among the men o |

rour pounley 0o cnrry out such noosystom whers there are no preo |

o Juving shown, a5 we think conclusively, that no con-
sidorntions of militory policy  required  the further reten.
thon OF Fort Snelling) eithar as o post of defence or a de- [
pot of supply, we will proceed next to examing the ob- |
jeotions which are takow to the mode of sale.

* VWa; the imode wf* uh'Mdﬂe ¥ |
mﬂ}ﬂw tive action, we coneur most |
ally with the 1 y in_the opinion that all sales
_should Le

of government proper made at public suc-
tion, and aftex due affording to every cit-
izen who desives _oqual, ty to purtl-
cipate in the 18 o ruly nded not only
by the

an fmportant check to official favoritism and partiality,
and operstes  beneficially in goarding oguinst that
R uf individunl injustios which eprings from ths
preference of one man” over another, where nll have
common 1ights. 8o gtrong are our individual con-
victions on  this huh]ncl. that it wonld require  proof
of n very perverted & ent in any Btate or Terri-
tory 40 excuse, In our jx nt, o “from Ko
wound and salutary a rule of action. . The amount which
the government will at any time realize from nenle of its
propecty st be insigoificant, compared with  the more |
ant benelit which it must derive from an all-per. |
ding impression of its fairness, justice, and disintersst. |
edness. And yeb it is difficult for any falr-minded man |
who rends the accompanying evidence, nund lenrns that |
of combination which controls the vesults of pub- |
e enles in the West, to cast the slightest censure upon
‘the motives and mm of the commissioners of sale.
We would notapplaud their act as o precedent.  We can-
not ondemn it as an individual case, wnder the circum-
stances. | That they acted honestly, and, in their judg.
munty for the best interests of the government, we bave
uo doubt ; that their mode of sle was benefloinl 1o the
‘public lmlnua' we gnnnot question on the evidence ; but
we trust that some plan may be deviesd, if practicable,
for the future, that will combine all the advantages of
MM-HM com Itiou with the negessary
 for the publi¢ inte
b siich are oug tndiv.ulun! opinions, it may e
pmgmtommk that no law has existed from the ori-
of ouwr government to the present time, which ro-
ufres or even contemplates a sale of n militury reserva-
tion ot public auction. - On. the contrary, the legislation
of Congress has shown s marked diversity of policy in the
which it hus prescribed for the gale of the
of the public domnin, and those which it hus
Jin relntion Lo the resorves, severed from it In
the one case they have unifurmly required them to be
sold at public auction, the government Delng content, in
view of the benclits. Iﬂrﬂllli& feom settlument and enliivi-
tiom, to roecive the minimum price per acre, whilst in
utlm- m. laok.iug to the special value imparted to
y the progress of settlements around
M Inli the i.l&'llo money expended upon them, have

M&Ed War free to e that mode of
ﬂtﬁhal.ﬁ }ﬂm}nt was best calculated to real-
ize their ue, To carry out this mani-

Congress  various modes of sale have

. hm -::M. utdllmnt periods, by the War Depart-
. far as le, the valuo of
ment, l‘th- hhmlnomv'wo

n the year 1840, where the mrmtlm Iy within the
; limits, of the growing and flourishing ity
! it was wurveyed and lnid off in conformity

to 1 ne; Mﬂu&nﬂy, the streets extended,
{ [ d, and the residue divided into
wenty-fiva feet front, the rty valued before
-wmmﬁngwm fourth the eash value of

5
1'-5'

%

to be rejeoted, and the bidding made
dil 1 to the issi of sale,

a Fort awd resepvation it was divided
i rice fixed, Delow which no sale
place, o a:d-im attempted, but not a

) : ed,
‘madls, and the property is etill nnsold.  Fort Ripley
to without any minimum

combinations to seven

aside and declared o nulli-
contrnet,  These
modes of sale, at
varisnt  circumstances

i

‘megm-hof the two hundred
WMMM' Ared and six th 1 doblars.

alone yielded four thousand one hundred and fifty
nrs, and several were bid off at two thousand dolls

g case, and the only instance in our his-
m mlhuf  salo of mmuhsmjv like
Meﬂn

Wlﬂ e of whuv: pmpaﬂ-y

ble modal
. " adiptnﬂﬁlr ue it may be objectionalble
ox & private wale,

%?

The sale
s the most advantageoun cver mde
by the government, bevond the covporate Tinits of that

nlf
ohjection which we have exprosed o private
govemment property. i medt not be inforred thal
nm, was anything I the fuchs or clrcamstances contect -

e with the wbe of Fort Saslling to glve point to the o
mack, uloss, idecd, itbe that torront of anfonnded
caluminy sad wlsteprorentation to which individual dig-
appointunent and partisan feeling gave e Jmnediately
theroaitor, nod which winy be regarded as one of tho con-
wocgrionees Liad will vanably follow o from the
wyatism of opea and public Widding by ﬂwmwmmml
']mg wokives which 1 the commi to prefer |

whinpeion rlghits ¥
Angwer., It Wodo not 0k upon the government ns e land
spoctlator.  Such combloatjoes were formed ot the tome g portlon of
Alihe pesorve wis seld Bree or (our yeors sgo.  Clalims waore made
apim b, and the partion went on to wake mpeevotments,  Ah neno.
chation \nu Torpd by the paities bnterssted. They sppenremt gt the
Bl offtoe ou W day of salin. Thae sale was eotiloctod quivtly and
withont dlaturbabice, but the land was sl purebased ob s dolkar and
A guarier peracre,
Wueation 1422, Were you aver cogagod o such o combiostion ¥

VoApawer. 1 bid oll o part of that laml, " |
The Hom. Henry M. Hice tostified as followa : y :

Houastion 2632 Had the fand boen advertisnd and sold at pabiie
anctlon, what, in your jodgunt, ol Peom your  kuowbedge of thet
wconptry s wothd I have yiolded o the gos eonmeat at public sale ¥

A Aggwer. 140 ot think it wonbl have broaght moro thisn the min.
mum price ; Dam sptistied (t vodld ant, for T osdvised the settlers
about there to go bn el buy it 4 favored sy plin widoh wed |
Koop i ouk ol Damkn oF oo -peshionts .

“Qmeation 2638 While you disapproved of the mode of sale, b it |

ypouy aphidon thar the ¢ T aopted] th mode Lt o ﬂmnnlml |

1 ||rn|nm.- the peconlary litarest of thie govormmett’y |

CAnSwer Unidonltenly ; there ts Bo quostion sbout 1t 1 might |
have donn the same had 1 boen appeinted commissoner © sell | but
Bolog o peshdont o that Inimsdbabe cogion, 1 aia por DR the mode in
whitch ft was sold,

Souation 2034, Thee Tntereat vou fol,md T oa
Aot st b belale of e propls patber Ui g
erimenl, ard i opposithin to e peceniory inte
vyt ¥

Hoamswer, Veu, wiv o Ditd not eare ooy thing aboot the government

1Twoald rathor it . brongbt G0y comts an acee thon whet A6 0kt
Dl sir far s Al goverimont §s conguernsd. T ook Ll ot
Pk whould be ekl In Lougt by the govoernment for the e of e
preofile, mnd 1o wot tdek 10 propor tor the govermment o specalate
LR

S uestion 25560, T you leform Major Tastmun thot o combiaation
wonrhd b formed i the sale wns mado b o pobible manner ¥

o Ammwor. Tdo not know whether T bfirmed Blin or pot
Bavod there wonld b oow, apd very likely T okl Dim se ub
th time, i 1 did, b owes peior to his belng nppeioted commisdgon
er Lo gell, or prioe o my knowing of s appolstmoent. | hago ueyer
knuwh i gale to ke ploce it the Wist thut thess compbinations weroe
ot fortmed,

O guesthon 2057, I the site had boon made, ns yon thoaght 1t ongehe
to Tve beon made, in tracts of forty acred each, with aeepde (ime aod
e given to paechesers, do you ek o comblontion could luve
Boon forsed bt would have forced the prive below that recoived by
the govarmuent for it F

" Auswer. Yo mir. The saleof wihieh 1 havs spoken, whidh (rok |
place on the enst slde of the civer, wos aivertised Lo many of Yhe pris
etynd popers b the Uolted States Tor wix menilis

igestion 2008, Ui | wot undorstand vou to say thakowas clabmod

fand

1 b

okl hat part of the resvrva on
tha eaut side of the river was sobd at g nuchion.

U Qoestion 2h6W, s thers any way blch thi goveromsnt can
ke snde of wiluabls publio liods without encoouteriog these cou.
binntions ¥

UAnswor, It very diillaolt, bocavse, If they are encounierad sne.
uesafully, the people will always come o Congross for relinf,  Fort
Ak, whore T owas stationed ss autler, cost more than $100 000
It was nuIlI ot prblie gile, with ths illl[ﬂll\'"lnl'ﬂl!. Thieg bnprovements
wilddd, T ihink, Top aboot $3,000 or $4,000, The purchaser, the vory
e Etwabon, came W Cougross for permission e enter & Imll aoction
ol Lanadd, ol g theso poprovements, for o dollar sod & guarter por
aere, mnd 1t was grantod

”l.llln-uuu 260, Hive Yonany special reasons for sapposing o conn-
Blmation would lave Been formed o i nstanoe

UAmawer. 1 bnve | ad 1 ehink T so stited i s cotmuniention bt
degretary of War, tu which 1 expressod the desire it the tract
sboukd e sold b bota of 40 seres cach, 50 as W ennble men of small
aneans o porchase. T expressed tho same opiaion openly on all geon-
dons when spokon to about it and §was often spokon to b pef
o it by ien who bad goos aod made the boprovements wi
wlven it lts valae all prood it 1 wished that thess mon shoubd have
by aopartunity fo parehasn,

ijaeation 2501 Then your object was (o egable your nelghbors in
that vlomity to parolinss it at s dollar and o guarter por acrs |

Wanswor. T was my ohjoct W enable them o porchase it at the
lowest price, "

Franeie J. Rosser, ex-secretary of the Territory :

Uijuostion 1055, Is W your opinlon that, W the commisshomors had
wpoaed this Fort Soclling resorvation at public sale, thure would have
bven combinations which would bave brought the prios down below
that padd for Y

Answer, am satbifiod of It

8. A, Medary, esq.:

(uestion 1749, What, in your opluion, would bace been ta differ-
v b the resnlis el thu}' adveriisod that Land and sl 1t ut public
wide, o malde the wilo o the manoer they di, at private eale, p a
singlo ndividual gl $90,000 7

Anwwer. 1 think it wnul-l have sold for comparatively nothing if it
Buivid boon #old bo the wiy fo which (be sales asually take place ol (he
land oifice.

Quantion 17060, Why, In your judgment, wouhl it have sold For lass
MEI Bl Do wold mt publie sals ¥

Answer.  There e generally nn agresment amon, " 0

porfectly sntisflod of it

want dwelllng, with bouses corresponding.  The fort 1= eo oltnsled st

| the Junetion of (he Missasippl and Minnesota rivers, that o ferry for

2o aevommodation of the Foerl, scross onch eiver, los beon ndispen-

wtbilie, AR wi i that Mr, Sevls won authorigsd o eatablish and
sabutain @il fervbes which Be il awd has, e years, tangported
alficers and e uun} puibibna of “'lll wortes, ey wirl olght, Tree of
charge o the g wment.  He hos Dwlle ferry. e, on i
stanitly Kopt bonts of the best vlnss, and hal mmstantly in
He B, als, kit m winrehouse,  Thevo s a lesgn nod
vi mln o wtone bullding with o feame i, making an exteasiyo
Tromgin, withels bias bty Turulabed pmil gl ns o lhllﬂl. which eonld net
Tvo cost less than $15,000.  Phe stoue part was Dol o the vear
IBAT, by o Mr. Baker, afterwarls satler ar Fort Suelliog; 3 wad sold
to Kenneth MoEengbe, ., who, in 1853, put on the gxletsdve addi
el wh o o prat |I|-- wutien brilding in good order and Tormisled
i fur o botan o sccommedation; Mr. Eteele laving arcanged with
Mr. ionmeth MeKensie for this peoperty, anid seeired s @overament
feom all clabms Grom s soures,  We nre positivs, thordbore, o sy

T thist Mr. Staete bs thie only elaimant 19 tie lmprovements upon the
samme mowle by citbaons,

 The question thon arose as (o e mprovements wade by My,
Steele. W combl not whmit that by was suel a sottler ws woubl coms
viniinr voue Bstroctions, for be sdmited Aot o bl pever boen in.
e 1 breltev the pro-emption gt wonld bo extemled 1o lim ; hut
wn eoild nol eonesal o M‘ that bt axpended i Buprovemants
b By ge srvennd of mooey, and thit W gve agotber te dighi 1o par-
huan the roservation w elfvctnall; 1 bibon do Jose mbl e b
expendod; wi thorefors cimn to the coniuslon that Sk peguired
e b i M. thr refusal ol the prive we bed agreed apon. We
wecopdingly made bim the oifer,  He pe 1 glve weventy-tvn
Ut dollies; (376,000.)  We Informed bim thak we sbobd not
Abspose of 1t for o loss com than we had enlimated itat, vie: S90,000,
ot whieh pelee b weeeptod 16 sl we closed n eontract I'ﬂr tho wime, o
copy of whieh we herewith tramanit for your aetiin terson, ™

It may b proper here to state that ot the thne the con-
trnet of sale wos mude botween the pgents of the govern-
mentand Frunklin Steele, an armngement  existed by
which Dr. Architwld Grabam, of Vieginis, Joln
Mather and Richard Behell wod wife, of New York, were
o b recopnised, in confunction with Mr, Steele, as joint
owners of the property when purchaeoed § their respootive
interests were wirnnged as follows @ Bteele to be entitled
to one full third ; Graham, Mather, Schell, and wite,
the yemaining two thicde ; the parties to pay the pr-
chnse money in proportion to their interests in - the prop-
evty. The contract was made with Hteels alone, and the
proof is conclukive that the agents of the government
were ignorant at the period ofits execution, snd for eome
time sutwequent thereto, that any person was concerned
or intervsted in this purchnse sxcept Franklin Stecls, the
individoal with whom the contrct was made,

Wi now approsch  the last question arlsing upon this
evidence which requires our exnmination—that relating
to the value of this property and the price at which it
wian il

W it sold by the Commisnoners for on smadegualte price 7

All who hove sany recollection of the defamatory pul-
lications which, during the last snmmer and fall, fol.
lowed the contract of sale, will remember how pertina-
ciously the iden was sought to be impressed upon the
public mind, that property belonging to the government
worth one million and o half of dollars had been vecklessly
sucrificed for tho sum of $90,000, 1t was in vain that o
correct expoition of the true value of this property was
submitted to the poblic; in wain that a referense wan
made to all the previeus Innd sales of the conntry, and the
fict dernonstrated tiat this reservation had sold for s higher
price per acre than any parcel of public land had ever
been sold by the government, exvept, alone, the Fort
Dearborn reserve, lying within the corporate Hmits of the
vity of Chicago ; no chock eould be given to the remorye.
Tess wpirit of detraction, and the public wind continued
to be poisoned by the repetition of the grossest represen.
tations of the exaggernted valun of this property. At the
opening  of Congress s ittoo of investigntion wus
naloed, mmongst other matters, to ascertain the real valoe
of the property, and that committer promptly scoorded.
In the progress of the investigation thus orderced, thiety.
four witnusses were examined touching its valus, of which
number aght only have expressed the opinion that it sold
below its trne volue; fwe hove testified that the price
obtained was what the property, in their judgment, was
fuirly worth ; feenty-four have expressed the opinion that
it sold beyond its fair value.

‘I'hnt there should have bwon found some Individunls
reasdy to place an extravagant ostimate upon the Fort
Smelling property is not at all remarkable. It i well
known that even in the old and well settlod States, where
property has aoquired o fixed and stable vrlue, & Htignted
cuse rarely arises before the courts, involving the value of
o piece of property, and especinlly if the wnied
feelings of » borhood hnve become at all - excited in

g
Kot the and for as low o price as poasible, and thosa who ket it at
thele own price and those who hold thelr tongnes are pald for it Such
things bavo boen geoornl ot the West.

. L. Dousman, esq. :

T biavo nttendid n groat many salos of publie luud, s '\ bas been
thie habit in that country 1o form combinations, PN appulint ot
wan o bid and to purchase thin property at o pominal price, sl thon
1o dlbwhdie 30 wp ameng wll who foemed Ce gom biantion ; 18 has mleo been
customary, When governtment luds were (o be sold i thst way, for
}uul.(mw B0 upaen i 101 bard to get e off, aml ey eluim o sort
o piom v glit. 1 presiom the objeet of e commbetoners was
v ny ol anything of thet kid,

W. J. Oullen, ewy., superintendent of Indian affabes for
Minnesota :

Question 1562 Can you give to this commities your opinlon whst
wotld probabily have bean the resolt iF te commissioiers, nstond of
ol o private sale, hat Ill.clmnllk! o i ide it up ko -rn-m parcels
anl s wold it a1 prblic

Answnr. 1 think e offscl «n'uld have boen llnul rTrn-y wonld prol.
Aty have ot fom Afteen cents 1o 5128 an

Apithon 65T Wil wie Al gronnds of G .-;unum "

Amswinr  Western poopba likn bo ko money , sl theds b gnod
deal b nandinity of I-mhn; among them,  They ks to huy property
cory chonp wrnd they do men bbd againet one another ae they do whie e
they hiuts photy of capital.
Missdion Swosiarr, oo, of Minnesota .

Ainention 688, dn view of iboss comblaations which yon sy
atways redimed (e peies of (he pablie bhods whon exposed st g
saber, b noh e eommmbsadoners of thio govermnatt sot wilh judgment,
o U om thie btorsts of the governtnent  wors  conmerned, inomoking
mbes ol Lhiks Lntwl my M0, e valus, in preferancs teoranning 1he
bvevela o wlidoh B ol |..up Trowey mcpogend i mold at public saie

Anvwer. 1 ek so.  Wien | bemmes of the mpropriety of
dlspessiug of e resery e 5t peivate subo, 16 was from the pesiillar word.
ing oF Yoor question. 1 thiok, &9 fay ox WUie meatter of dollars and

relation to it, thut n most striking discropancy of opinion
may not be observed. How much more might this be
expected to be the cose in a newly-settled Territory,
where the value of all properky in, in & grest messure,
speculative——whers time has not yet cstablished any
standard by which its real worth may be accurutely nd-
fudged, and whero, in thie genoral condition of inverti-
tude, the mind vibrates from one éxtveme to the othey
with every development caloulated to exeite ‘hope or
despondency!  Btill more might the wildest extravaganoe

of opinion be snticipated where the subject of the inquiry
hnm»ﬂmﬁ-»hﬂh&h”n.

upon sanguine and imnaginative minds, that it

some future day, be the site of n prosperous city ‘gnm
and city looations are uﬁhl pﬂl-h the grmnd lottery
of Innd with which
citiee hnve nprn:{ np.anby rlu‘illntmnl,!aminmﬂl
kpot the Inkes or upper X wdilen and
n'::momm woalth which individuals bave hy

anid to divect nil tmbim
profitable fnvestment.  Renvooly & loonlity
cnn now be fonnd on Iake or viver, ox other water gonrie,
thnt e deluded propeietor docs’ nét fnn:li!y dream that
'lt nuw. at snme ml;:m day, prove the site of a Aourishing

Ithwmwt.w that some of the wit-
m-mmhwlh this caso, seting the mpid growth of
snch places as St Paul, Mineapolis, and uamt
nndlmnsinb;a that Fort Snelling possesses squal or -

“Gestion THRY. Do yor mtmmmlnmmn #

L of land in fhst couut

tiful Mnylh plcturesque and st ildng  scenery, u-
presenting tobhe eye a dly in em-

T will thus be séen, uh@toﬁo:' noof the -
nying A - A hwtan m
Lo be seen in the testi y of the witn: b
the value of the resulls mainly from 'l-be fn-

property,
juennion which they have respoutively received wa o ils
oligibility as o nila for n.nity, and believing such to be its

future des y thiok that el i in ity speculative

value was tly idered by the i

minmwmmwummwe rly.
Phe undersigned being without the benefit of nny per-

sonnl knowledge of the localily in question, and not being
gifted with the prophet’s wand to remove the ourtain
which concepls the future, will not venture 0 exges: a
porsonal judgment a5 Lo what may be the lul.tuv destiny
of this point at the « of the Mi and Mis-
elusippi cvivers. Puob if, npon wn occasion like the present,
they are to be controlled in their opinions by the testi-
mony laid before them, huve no dificulty in saying
that both the weight of n and the weight of fcts
lau-gdy proponderate against the ides that the Fort Boel-

reserve can ever be the site of a city.

e witnesses who have ex[-rmad the oplnlm that the
value of the reserve is enhanced by the

ll'utthew

The wltuem wlm think that difficulties of an nsuper-
able charneter exist to its beouuing the site of a cily are
ihe Hon. B. A. Douglas, llun H. M. Hice, Hon, Clsrles
'E. Btunrt, Hon, Geoxge L. Bocker, Col. I.pmuu
U. B. A, ; Col. Francls Lee, U. 8.
Madison Sweetger, Alex. C. Jones,
Moneure, Francis J. Hosser, Capt. .I'.
Ay W, J. Cullen, H. L. Dousman, J. W, Lynde,
l‘l'.eduyAH Fridley, B. W, Brhb.‘lh{a‘hnali(hkn,
Wm. H. Forbes, und Geo. Culver. The grounds for their
opinions, set forth by theso last named witnesses, strike
s us conclusive.

The Fort Bnelling reserve s situsted about six miles
north of St. Panl, s growing snd flourishing city of L, 000
inhabitants, and about cight miles south of St Anthony
and Mineapolis, two prosperous manufucturing towns,
cach with n population at this time of from eight to ten
thougsnd inhabitants.  Whatever may have been the nd-
vantages of Fort Snelling as o site for n city, we concur
with the Hon. Blephen A, Douglas, * that it is now too
late to sttt o new town 5o near Lo those with a hope of
fuirly competing with them.  The reservation is tpo near
those other towns to become their rival, and too far off
to be luid out as an addition to either of them,'’

Many of the other wilnesses exhibit facts which, to a
great extent, destvoy the iden thot its nalural position
eyvier ndapted it for a fown,

Han. Henry M. Ko stites :

4 n the early dogs of the settioment of Gt eeglon the anly hoats
which sun upon tho Upper Misstssippl were the smallost class. When
thes Galens packets comapenced rapning o contecion with e rall
rumd thoy were unal o aboyve B Panl in Jow water, oo that
very lact bowered thiy e of the Fort Saolitng property o the pah.
Hee eatimathon more v any il elae "

Apnin he says:

T the pumemer of 189 1 1ot there, 1 then had my  depot e
dinteiy neross the Minnesotn river, and for two or thees moaths of this
sumter of 1845 -tmmlnu-u wers unnble to get ap there, They could
g sl distanes abaoye =4, Paal, bul they conld not gob np to that
poinl. 1 was then an wwner i soms of o boats which ran up there
Thuy Itiedved iy Fresght threo or four miles Dolow the fort, and T had
o pond dowin Bt boats at u honyy exponss fo tale it o Mendota, 1
thon pequested the officers of the bustd 1o e whal was the
lidgbuessl s them il ol VHR A Lgatheny poalass boats,  They
el mn XAt Maits dnlor L At whand 19 now known
i the ugeger buling of & l.mll. wirs e Doghest podst of navigation
for barge olues bonks ot ke ol Chotigh 1 Bk il iogs nt
Mendots with Mre. Sibley T raroyod dowr U eivir il started my
dopatoat 2l 1 |r--|||:l|t woprtin of what |3 now St Paol, sl
ki, 1 abink, two dbollors s mero for 0, sl put o oy store Totees
there, !

?
siz
4l

Lt us now exmudne wd compare §he evidence bearing
upon the question of the value of thy, property.

Major Eastman, who mwde asnrvey of it, fixes the guan-
bity in tho peserve at 7,500 acres, of which 1,000 neres
b stutos in waler and irveclnimable marsh, wuch ns, un-
der the swamp-land act, wounld pass by donstion from
the government to the State, leaving  bat 6,500 neres fit
for caltivation or use of any kind, 'This, nt 50,000, the
price for which it swas sold, was equal to, or within a few
cents of, $14 per neve,

Hon, Robert Smith siates that he would have given fimr
times the price for which it was eold. The honorable
pentlemon admits that be has rather & manin for land,
aned we think his fricnds, after reading the accompanying
evidence, will find renson to congratulate him that ha
wni prevenln--i by circumstances from  going the “extent
ol his pile,”" andd of investing wll his  Dlinois property lu

the purchase upon sch terms.

M. Smath thinks it was  worth $25 per nere for agri- |

culbural purpoces ;. but, considering ite advantages ds o
town site, he estimates ity value nt $400,000,

Cyrrn Aldrich thinks it was worth $20° an acre for agri-
cultaend purposes 5 buk, conalderiug its wlvantages ws o
town site, be ciimatex it value st from forty to fifty
dollnrs su nere,

Claptain Gaorge Thorn ways the property conld have heen
pold g0 as to have broaght 150,000, and pechaps more.

Hibleory 18, Honcock ewtimutes its value nt $200,000.

Clpdinin Jamen . Simpron thinks that portionsof it would
have wold ot $200 an scre, and none of it less than $20
e,

JooGL Hall supposes, on an average, the land worth $15
or $20 nn acre,

These nre all the witnesses who testify to o value
exceeding  that for which it was sold by the commis-
sloners.

Hecekink N, Collom wupposes it was worth something
mone than $11 per ncre.

St Me Vegh eV From my koowledge of the land, T
think it sold for full as much as as it wes worth, 1 do
not think it will bring that now.’’

Madison Sweetzer = 21 do not think it was worth more
than £90,000.  The gquestion has been froquently asked,
and 1 hoave always said | pever would give $900,000 for
it. I would not give that to.day. I T haal the money 1
would not purehnse it for $60,000."

Alexander ©. Jonen; *' Take the whole tract together 1
would not think it worth more than $6 or $7 an acre.”’

Andrewe Eilysan : * The lasd wold for more than I
woulid pay for it

. B. Ciitherall fixes Lhe “value of the tmet, after o
corefml estimate of its different solls and onpabilities, at
EiH,000.""

L homman Mereure - ** 1 think the price paid for it, its foll
yulue, I 1 hnd been the purchaser T wonld nol have
pabd Mk much for it

Fraein . Rowser - 1 would not like to give, even for
purpeses of specalation, more than §7 or 88 wn sere. '’

Hon. George L. Becker: ** 1 ghould think it would
hardly be considered worth more than 85, $10, of $12 an
nove. '’

Claptasn J A Whithail : ' T do not congider the land
worth the price given for it, 1 snid nt the tiome it was
the best sale of government land | had ever heard of.

W T Cullen: 1 exprossed my opinfon to Mr. Steele,
nt the time the sale wis maode, that T thought it sold for
all it was worth, sod that he would never get his money
back ; aml 1 have not changed that opinion in the
Jenst. "

Cidomel }'rmu'n L, .
plenty for it

ML, dowsman : 1 thought they got o fair prico.
1 told Steele at the time that he gave about what it was
worth.''

S W Lynde thought it was worth from $5 to $10 an

84 T think they paid

o,

S A Madery thinks ' ‘the nverage value from $8 lo $14
nn acre, '’

A M. Frodlay : ** Worth now nlmut &5 per acre ; ot Lhy
time of sale about $10 per ncre,

h. W frishois Vtostimates b fron £10 fo $12 per
nore.”’

Chardes . Oaken: 1 think $90, 000 was more than the
Tond was worth, and | so stated at the thoe of sile.’

W, I Forbes Costimated value ot between $12 and
$15 per nore ab time of sale.”'

S8 l?dr.‘kr: 1 consitlered  the land worth 12 50
per nor.

George Cifver © *“Ton dollavs per nere would be a fair
prive for the whole property.'’

Hen. I M. Rice “wupposes, as & whole, it was worth
&34 0r $4 por nore, "

Hn. 8 A Powglas ;
maore than §10 per nore, "’

Flon. havles K, Styart *thinks the o
wikoly in wolling the entire tract at 90,000,

. K. Hewkel tiinks i6 sold bayond il troe vale.

Major Eastman : “Binen the sale 1 have thenght we got
too much for it. T have made many inguiries, and  have
come to that comclukion from the Inquiries as to the price

Upon this wl-'lunco?hu undersigned, ns impartinl judgos
of the fact, can reagh no othor eonolusion than that this
B0l at ite full and fair value, and that his b

one of the rave instances in ont higtory where the govern
menl, in parting with any portion of the publie doewmain,

1 would not estimnate the land st

acted

| ohscurity and veglect for many enrs,

. : soport.,
mmm by the m}nﬁt%- hgw‘.w

. That the roceut salv of the mrm.m wt Fori
lunlrm-d- the Seoretary uf!'nr.-ndn i
Feclon u( the President of United Stabos,
W lww, wnd the avidence reported by u»u‘bn
fulbend b ovhdbit miny  fact oF  ClROnmatag
Ity U fabinoes of tha wl-hn
f:rw«»wwlldﬂwmn 'Ph
exhibal noy faot or vircaimstenos  which shoald -muwuﬂ sale o
proper sulect for the optados sud ackion of this B, W s ordered
that the be dipelinrged From the further copsmorntion of
ﬂ;mbm!,mui Dt thg peport of e sl comnattoo w hald wpon
the wntile,

uy of way of
in the wammn, o0 b

CHAS, JAR. FAULKNER
H C. BURNETT.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

COMPILED FOR - WASHTSOTOR UNI0N,

Fhe Gireat Awake. iusli.ll going on. We trust it

wﬂllu;muuunmw We know po reason why

thy pruyers aud efforfs of God's peaple should not still be
unswored .
wht Bev, Dy, Demers, Catholic

sailed in the steamer Philadelphin on the 17th ult. for

Aspinwall, and hence to Ban Francisco, He ook with

him for bis distant mission five sisters of St Ann, and

two priests, Iy brothers.

Rev. Matthewe Hale Swith 3s lecturing in New York on
Subbath evenings on *“U'he true lmil-y of the L.‘hunh of
1{

of Vanconver,

EVENING BULLETIN. —This il lhﬂ.ul.
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Baptist church,

Bev, Clurles Cook, o missionury well known in Evrops,
has boen taken nway in the midst of o life of great ne-
tivity. M was loved by all who kiew him.  He had
been employed in the south of France in the work of
Giod for forty years His Tast moments wre describod thus
in the journal of his own, church; “Our brother preached
four wecks before his death.  When lying on the bed of
death he still exhorted to conversion thowe who enme to

Clawist, illost "inthu“_, rhy of Al wm

of different denominations,” -\.wul-:-unm nmong  others, erh‘-llﬂ e, MMW" %Mh“'

the life of John Wealey, the Methodist ; Hall, the nnp. “’;m; W i, 1888, i

‘tint; Bedell, the Bpincopalian ; Edwards, tle 2 o

Ilnmlln Wlt!mnpcum, the Prmllyl'.erll.n and ving NFW m CIJHI(.\L

ston, the Ildumwd mm. lr. &3 %
&vﬂWdﬂMmﬂy-x-. - ) “H

to twenty - four vecont 1 dlh Jhe m"“‘”?;. b

gations, who objected to being ‘sprinkicd. " Boecher | Maoday, April 12, at 9 o'clock, n, . '

mthe;n?lldm“nﬂﬁnd hn:amalmbu,.n:{ Muiuw‘ I:o :ulnwn:Mlh m-u'-mn.

the rites were administered allﬂr the usual form of the (s 10 eneh prolussor, and dllh jl-h- . ,Iw

eral silucation -mhmm
lanyunges, naty ralrhwr.wdw

‘l‘unwrurrm-u’ have buen engnged ul Ko, 978 F wireet, third
dowee wast of 13th st
Terma: 16 por qlmm i milywnow,
Tho geitlemen have kindly pormitied the e of e
AN e rnﬂmmnu>

Cul. W, W, seabin,

Hichard Smith , esq , Cashier Metropolitan Dank.

ieurge W. Rigge, raq.

Major John Tee, U, 8 A,

Jutnes G, ﬂlrru .

mntics, modern and anclont
istry,

_Ar 0t

visit bim, Not o murmur proceeded from him  n the s Mo
midst of his sufurings. He prayed continoally.  *Tum 0 ﬂ)Ummﬂ:NDﬂg‘leH&W-—*ﬂ& wdlver.
very happy,” he said to his «Ifu *How ! happy with this Usur, & m o g Enghioh,
dreadful sufoention t” < Oh, it is ununingl'.m maidl 5 and | Froneh, Spaiab, vl o oot g el
gl e it -ﬁm onew heon mﬁnmm-g.
Lo died suddenly in the midat of one of those ing | jegation; ". afterwards i West :ndln tradlor, , 1y Wi Iy
fits."" 1y, negiired umr-l;m L bt -'I'M;hmmth ;ﬂtrn,hq
Bishop Potter, of Pennsylvania, sailed from Philadel f‘r::]:'l“mq e Rt mhlm ‘:m “ Toor Gisharbeln o q;
phin for Europs in the Liverpool packet Bavaooeh on :;m " thc wmmum, -;n"tﬁnhhnﬂm ﬂ:" it
Friduy last. He was sccompanied by his wife and chil- 2 .
dren, and goes abroad to reeruit his strength, which has ';:‘m;';n'm" "ﬂ.’}m‘m froh sesoral iy i
been much enfecbled by his svdaous Inbors in his diooese,  Adidress A £, Tlox 18, Mohilo, Mam ” _ Apu

The bighop held a favewell sevvice with the  Episcopal
clergy of Philadelphia, at 5t. Pnul # Church In the morn-
ing, when the holy i Iinistered by Rev.
Drs. Vanghan, Ducachet, hmltlnrdm aml Newton.  The

congregation wis dismissed with the "bevediotion from the |

bighop, und the whole body of his clergy then nccotpa. |
nied him to the ghip,

Epi I Convention, —The next annunl meeting of this
body for the divcese of Vivginn will be held in Winches-
ter, in Muy wext, begioning on Wednesday, the 19th,
The convention is composed of cledieal nnd dny delegntes
from every part of the diveese, usoally numbering . from

Pesitaclfo mut peeparations in
!

one hundred and fifty o two bondeed : and the voligious |

pervioes of (he ocenson never fnfl Lo attrack o large 2on.
conpse of visitors, Wo are pleased to learn thal prepa-
radion is made for the weo lation of the deley in
the families of our citizens, both in and out of the Epis
copid Chareh ;. mang of the visitors will oo doulit. e
provided for in the game wiy, and our comiortalile holels
anil Donrding houses will be yendy to recelye others, 16 ¢

in understood that the stage and  rnilvoad fave on the dif. |

ferent Tines leading to Winchester will be yeduced in fi
vor of tho delegates, but  to what extent we have not
Tenrned,

The Vatican.—The word *“Valican™ i often need, but
there are many who do not understand its import.
term refers toa collection of buildings un one of the seven
bills of Rome, which covers a space of twelve Lhundred |
feet in length, and about one thowsand jn brengdth, Tt 9.l
built on the spot onics ocenpied by the garden of the eruol
Naro. 1t owes its arigin (o the Higlmp of Rome, who, in

} ulpﬂrkll\'c Tragranens bins given 1t a
The |

the carly part of the sixth century, crected an humble |

residence on its site.  About the year 1060, Pops Euge
ning rebudlt it on & moagmificent seale ;
yenrs afterward, gave it ap as a lodeing to Peter 11, King
of Arragon.  In 1600, Clement ¥, at the instigation of
the King of Fraoce, removed e Papal See from Bome b
Avignon, when the Vatienn yemsined non condition of
s now the e
posttory of multitudinous treasares of art,

The General Apsemblion ol the Preshyledan chuceh will
bold their annunl meebings this month,  The OL] School
i to vomvens in Now Orcleans, on Tharsdny, May 6, in the
First Preshyterian church, and will be opened with nser-
moth by the Hev, Cortlandt Van Rensseluer, 10D, the
last moderntor,
impovtance will ocoupy the attention of that body.  The
msgembly that recently met. ot Knoxville, ‘Fenn , being
the sonthern ministers and chorclios who eeproated from
the New School on aceount of slavery, have appointed s
committee to confer with nny that wmay be appointed by
the Old School, on ugitiog these two bodies.  The temms
on which the Now School Houth ave willing to anite with
the Old School we hinve published in foll, aod they nre
such as dn the view of maoy sender it quite improbabile
thit wny setion will b baken in the promises.  The New
Behool Assembly mests at Chicago, in the SBeoond Presby-
terian church, on Thursday, May 20, and is to be op-.mmi
with n sermon by the Iliui!l‘l‘nlﬂl’ of the last assembly, |
Rev, Samuel W, Fisher, D, 1.

The Boy DPreacher. —Crammon]  Kennedy, the hoy
preacher, ns he b been desigriated, discoursed on Sun -
day evening nt the Baptist Chuorch, Chyvistopher street,

Tnnocent 11, n fow |

W-MU
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Several questions of great infevest and |

onliest penie, Ko kl'
artionler attention givon o EANING MONEY, which 1 giar
T b o pomsd eskite worth theee s the o lll“ money losel
] coenrs G e s ner Trom 1en o twelve per MII Anitepest, gkl rt
Wincatain and Minnesi
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